Osteopontin expression in salivary gland tumours.
Osteopontin (OPN) is expressed in numerous carcinomas and plays a role in tumour development, invasion and metastasis. This study examines by immunohistochemistry the expression of OPN in normal salivary gland tissue and three types of salivary gland tumour: pleomorphic adenoma (PA), adenoid cystic carcinoma (ACC) and polymorphous low grade adenocarcinoma (PLGA). PAs and PLGAs demonstrated higher levels of OPN than normal salivary gland tissue, while ACC, although showing a trend towards increased OPN, was not significantly different. The results of this study indicate that OPN expression is present in normal salivary gland tissue, and is increased in certain salivary gland tumours, but further investigation is necessary to clarify its role.